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EMS Annual Meeting 
Poster presentations: Recommendations 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for  agreeing to make a presentation at the  

EMS Annual Meeting   

–  European Conference for Applied Meteorology  and Climatology  

 

Recommendations 
 

A.  BEFORE YOU START consider  the fo l lowing quest ions:  

  What i s  the goa l  o f  your  poster  presentat ion?  

  What i s  the main message you want  peop le  to  take away?  

  What i s  your target  audience? What i s  their  background or  f ield  o f  in terest?  

 
B.  PREPARING THE POSTER  

Structur e your  presentat ion   

  Suggested st ructure:  Tit le –  authors’  names and  af f i l iat ion –  ob ject ive  –  method –  resu lt s  –  

d i scuss ion and/or conclus ion.   

  Balance the space dedicated  to each of  these parts.  Do not  use more space for  int roductory  

exp lanat ions  than  for  methods or  result s .   

  Place the t i t le prominent ly  at  the top of  the poster  and provide contact  deta i l s  (Always put  your  

e-mai l  address :  You part ic ipate at  th is  conference to extend your network,  so  make sure people 

can contact  you aga in) .  

  Put the logo of  your inst itute,  the organ isat ion that  pays  your  sa lary ,  scholarship,  the partners 

you work  with  in  the project  etc.   

  Use visua l  tools  to  c lear ly  mark  d i f ferent  parts of  the  poster :  labels  for  d i fferent  elements l ike 1,  

2,  3  or  A,  B,  C may  h elp  the v iewer to  fo l low your d isp lay,  or  guide your reader by  add ing  arrows 

between boxes.  

  Use colours matching the text  boxes  or  background.  

Concentr ate  on the  cor e message  

  The t i t le should  be catching and short .  

  Do not  overwhelm the reader  with  too muc h text .  Opt  for  vi sual  e lements where possib le.   

  Put important  words in  bold  to  keep the attent ion of  the reader.  The reader shou ld  be ab le to  

get  the gist  o f  your work and main conclus ions by  reading the bold  text  only .  

  Avoid  using too many acronyms.  

Use c lear  statements and conc ise conc lus ions to  gr ab the  reader’s  attention   

  Bul leted statements  are  eas ier  to  grasp than b locks o f  text .  

  Conclus ions and recommendat ions are the main take -home messages for  the reader.  

  



Poster presentations: Recommendations 
  

 

EMS Annual Meeting                              Poster presentations: Recommendations  page 2 I 2 

Use eas i ly readable fonts and font  s ize ,  as  wel l  as  leg ib le  and se l f -exp lanator y d iagr am s  

  Recommended minimal  font  s ize for  an A0 -poster  i s  30 points  for  text  and 60 po ints for  the t i t le.  

  Don't  mix  fonts ,  chose one for  a l l  text  throughout the poster.  

  Simpl i fy  graphs,  use reader - fr iendly  legends.  

  Your graph ics should  be readab le  f rom 2 meters  d istance.  Make sure your ax is,  legend,  t i t le  and 

graph  l ines  are larger  than usual .   

  Keep  the graph ics and layout  in  the same sty le throughout .  

 
C.  PREPARE FOR YOUR POSTER PITCH: a few recom mendat ions  

Introductory  p itches are  a  great  opportunity  to  attract  conference part ic ipants to  your  poster .  You  
normal ly  have one minute for  a  summary,  the session chair  wi l l  stop the presenter  a fter  one  minute.   

  You  can  use  a  “hook” ,  someth ing that  att racts the atten t ion :  Begin  with  a  quest ion or  by  stat ing 

a  prob lem.  

  Introduce yoursel f  very  br ief ly .   

  View the p itch as an opportun ity  to  start  the  d iscuss ion,  not  a  f in al  summary (don 't  g ive away  a l l  

resu lt s  and conc lusions but  make peop le cur ious! ) .   

  Give an overv iew,  don 't  dwel l  on  detai l s .  

  I t  helps to  wr ite the p itch down,  revise i t  to  make it  succ inct ,  and  pract ice i t  a  coup le o f  t imes  

unt i l  you are confident  you h it  the r ight  tone,  and can  cover  i t  with in  a  minute at  most .  

Having prepared th is  p i tch,  you  can use th i s  summary for  everyone coming to  your  poster  or  in  case 

anyone asks whether she/he should  be coming to your poster .  This  can  a lso come in  handy i f  you are 

asked about  your project(s)  in  a  job  interview.  

  

D.  At the poster  (Author - in-attendance t ime)  

  You  may want  to  br ing A4 -pr intouts o f  the  poster  and attach them to the poster  board for  

interested v iewers  to  take a long with  your contact  detai l s .  

  Be at  your poster  during  your author- in -at tendance-t ime:  th is  i s  your chanc e to  d iscuss your 

work,  get  feedback and  make new contacts!  

 

 

For  size  of  the poster  boards and further  techn ica l  detai ls ,  p lease consult  the confer ence 

website.  

http://www.ems2017.eu/gu idel ines/author_guidel ines_poster .html  

 

http://www.ems2017.eu/guidelines/author_guidelines_poster.html

